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garments of a dark blue material (to a .set purpose
that will be as crystal to the sagacious), they
greeted his appearance with cries of, "Behold the
sombre one! Thou dark leg!" so that this reproach
continues to be hurled even to this day at those
in a like case, though few could answer why.

Long before the stipulated time the tenscore
plates were delivered to Hien Nan. So greatly
were they esteemed, both on account of their
accuracy of unvarying detail and the ingenuity of
their novel embellishment, that orders for scores,
hundreds, and even thousands began to arrive
from all quarters of the Empire. The clay enter-
prise of Wong Ts'in took upon itself an added
lustre, and in order to deal adequately with so
vast an undertaking the grateful merchant adopted
Wei Chang and placed him upon an equal footing
with himself. On the same day Wong Ts'in
honourably fulfilled his spoken word and the
marriage of Wei Chang and Fa Pai took place,
accompanied by the most lavish display of fire-
works and coloured lights that the province had
ever seen. The controlling deities approved, and
they had seven sons, one of whom had seven
fingers upon each hand. All these sons became
expert in Wei Chang's process of transferring
porcelain embellishment, for some centuries elapsed
before it was discovered that it was not absolutely
necessary to sit upon each plate to produce the -
desired effect.

This chronicle of an event that is now regarded
as almost classical would not be complete without
an added reference to the ultimate end of the
sordid Fang.

Fallen into disrepute among his fellows owing to
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